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May 3, 2024
The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DelLauro:

I am requesting funding for the Yabucoa Harbor, Puerto Rico project in Fiscal Year 2025. The
entity to receive funding for this project is the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Virgin Islands Puerto
Rico (VIPR) Task Force, located at Fundacién Angel Ramos Annex Building, Suite 202, 383
Franklin D. Roosevelt Avenue, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918.

The funding would be used for an assumption of maintenance report for Yabucoa Harbor, Puerto
Rico. In Section 8306 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022, Congress authorized the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to assume responsibility for maintenance of this harbor in
southeastern Puerto Rico—whose port supplies a sizable portion of the Island’s fuel demands—if
it is determined that such assumption is economically justified and environmentally acceptable
and that the channel was constructed in accordance with applicable permits and appropriate
engineering and design standards. The project is therefore a good use of taxpayer funds because
it would allow the Corps to initiate and conduct the necessary validation report to meet this
congressional directive and determine whether there should be a federal assumption of
maintenance for Yabucoa Harbor.

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes authorized by Section
8306 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-263, Division H, Title
LXXXI, Subtitle C, Section 8306).

I certify that I have no financial inferest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate
family.

Jenniffer
Member of Congress
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